[Recent understanding of sepsis: mechanisms of organ dysfunction and advances in treatment --preface and comments].
This special issue focuses on recent advances in understanding pathogenesis and altered physiology of sepsis on cellular and molecular basis. It is recognized that remarkable advances have been made in understanding the basic cellular and molecular mechanisms of multiple organ dysfunction associated with sepsis. The rationale for therapeutic targets in sepsis has arisen from the concept of pathogenesis. Although a lot of clinical trials have been conducted, a small number of treatment or management protocols have been proven to be effective in severe sepsis. Although critical questions remain unanswered, these new insights into sepsis-associated mechanisms are likely to lead to effective treatment approaches that ultimately improve clinical outcome.